
What is an 
Anglican Mission 

Church?

The work and needs of the community 
are great, so we depend on the em-
powering of God’s Holy Spirit to accom-
plish the mission.  Only the Spirit can 
give the strength and gifts for the task.

Will you consider if God is call-
ing you to join us in the mission?
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claim the Gospel of Jesus to 130 million 
unreached people in the US.  The Angli-
can Mission provides a way for congre-
gations and clergy to be fully Anglican; 
connected to the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion through the leadership of 
archbisohops around the world.  There 
are now around 50 churches in the An-
glican Mission with hundreds of new 
churches planned in the next ten years.

An Empowered Church 

All Saints Church, Spartanburg is 
an Anglican Mission Church.  We 
participate in a network of AMiA 
churches in the southeast to ful-
fill the Anglican Mission’s vision.

With the inheritance of biblical faith, 
worshipping in the Anglican tradi-
tion, and following godly leadership 
from our archbishops, we are called 
to reach the Upstate with the good 
news of redemption in Jesus Christ.



You may have noticed that All Saints is 
“An Anglican Mission Church” and won-
dered what that means.  This brief sum-
mary will help you by introducing you to 
Anglicanism, the Anglican Mission, and 
how we relate.

An Historic Church

The Anglican Church traces its roots to 
the church of the first century.  From its 
beginnings in Jerusalem, the Christian 
church spread across Europe and into 
England by the third century.  The conti-
nuity of the church’s life and mission after 
the apostles was overseen by the histor-
ic order of bishops.  As early as the fifth 
century, Rome became the headquarters 
of the church with its branches in many 
countries, including England.

In the 1500’s, pressures to reform the 
church spread in Europe partly as a re-
action to the corruption in the Church 
and partly because it had strayed from 
a historic biblical faith.  In England, this 
led to a split from Rome and the begin-
ning of the Church of England.  While in 
some countries the historical patterns of 
the Church’s worship and government 
were discarded, the Church of England 
reformed them instead and kept what it 
saw as godly and worthy.  This included 
the three offices of bishops, priests, and 
deacons, the two Sacraments of Baptism 
and Communion, and the forms of com-
mon prayer for public worship found in 
The Book of Common Prayer.

The Church of England did not create 
a lengthy written confession of doctrine 
like some, but chose to articulate its faith 
through its adherence to the Bible, the 
Prayer Book, and The 39 Articles of Reli-
gion.  Our worship, organization, and be-
liefs go back many centuries and provide 
rich continuity with Christians of earlier 
generations.

A Global Church

As the British Empire spread to many 
parts of the world (including the US) in 
the seventeenth through nineteenth cen-
turies, so the faith and worship of the 
Church of England went with it.  The na-
tional churches founded through these 
missionary endeavors came to be  called 
Anglican Churches.  In the twentieth cen-
tury, Anglican Churches saw significant 
growth outside England, and most nota-
bly in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

The worldwide family of Anglican 
Churches is know today as the Anglican 
Communion.  It consists of 38 provinces 
with some 80 million members.  Each 
province, or geographically organized 
Church, governs itself, and all the prov-
inces are associated with each other by

being in fellowship with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in England and by the 
shared tradition of faith and worship from 
the Church of England.  The Archbishop 
of Canterbury has a symbolic and unify-
ing role, but no official authority over the 
other provinces.  The provinces come to-
gether through representatives collabo-
rating and consulting on a regular basis, 
most notably the Lambeth Conference of 
Bishops held every ten years.

A Missionary Church

Sadly, the Anglican Church has declined 
in the West, but God has brought much 
life and growth to the churches of the 
Global South, particularly in Africa.  Af-
rica is now home to the large majority 
of Anglicans in the world and the church 
is thriving there.  Not coincidentally, the 
churches in the West have increasingly 
moved away from the authority of the his-
toric, biblical faith, while the churches in 
the Global South have stood firm.  With 
a firm resolve to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus, the Anglican Churches in Africa 
have experienced rapid growth in recent 
decades.

As a response to this decline in the US, 
the Anglican Archbishops of Rwanda and 
South-East Asia agreed to send mission-
ary bishops to the US and the Anglican 
Mission in the Americas (AMiA) was born 
in 2000.  The Anglican Mission’s aim is 
to plant Anglican churches in the US that 
hold the historic, biblical faith and pro-


